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Cultus Lake Waste Water Treatment Plant expenses 

Most of you have received your sewer invoice for 2025 user fees and will notice an increase. I 

apologize that an explanation was not included with the bill. Here is an explanation that I hope helps.   

Each resident/business that is part of the North Cultus Lake Waste Water Treatment Plant, Service 

Area 441, pays a Parcel Tax and User Fees. 

Parcel Tax is the amount each property pays to be part of the system and covers the debt servicing 

for the funds borrowed to build the plant. This amount has decreased for 2025 from $862.70 to 

$649.99 and is reflective of the actual borrowing costs.  

The 2025 User Fees of $1369.00 cover Operational Expenses and contributions to Asset 

Management. (The funds needed to operate the plant and make repairs as required.) User Fees 

cover the entire system not just the new plant. This includes the collection system made up of sewer 

mains, pump stations and force mains that transport sewage from the community to the new plant. 

The majority of these pipes are around 50 years old and will need some upgrades over time. The 

new plant will at some point need to replace pumps, blowers, valves, the roof, etc. Some of these 

will be required prior to the retirement of the debt and requires saving starting now so the funds are 

available, when required. 

Operational expenses also includes such things as FVRD staff salaries, overheads, insurance, 

sampling and testing, hydro, treatment chemicals, equipment maintenance and repairs and 

miscellaneous supplies needed to operate the system in a manner that complies with Provincial 

permits and protects the environment.  

The plant is designed to accommodate new connections that were grandfathered in. These include a 

commercially zoned property at the corner of Sleepy Hollow and Columbia Valley Highway, a 

residential development at Sleepy Hollow and Vance Rd and a residential development on Rachel 

Place.  These developments are required to pay a capital connection improvement fee, which 

reflects the costs other users have already paid, and become part of the Service Area.  

Cultus Lake Park Board contributes a significant portion toward the operational and asset 

management costs. When possible I am able to authorize the use of Community Works Funds to 

make repairs. This helps keep costs down. 

The User Fees and Parcel Tax combined means that the average cost per home in 2025 is 

$2019.00. In 2024 it was $1592.70. To see projections for the next 5 years please click this link. 

Service Area 441 can be found on pages 332- 338.    

I hope this helps to clarify the costs. If you have any questions or need further information please 

email me or Tareq Islam our Director of Engineering, tislam@fvrd.ca we will be happy to help 

Taryn 

Taryn Dixon 

FVRD Director- Area H 

604 819 7000 
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