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ObjeCtives FireSmart’

Understand wildfire risk

Learn about the Home Ignition Zone (HIZ)

Discover how FireSmart can protect communities

Explore resources and next steps



BRITISH COLUMBIA

Why Wildfires are Becoming More Dangerous FireSmart’

e Climate crisis: increase in fire '
behaviour

e Overly effective fire suppression
for 100 years: forest health
issues

e Increasing development in
Wildland Urban Interface areas

Photo: Burgess Creek Wildfire, 2024, Quesnel



Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)

FireSmart’

Wildland Urban Interface
Is the area where human
development meets or
intermingles with the
natural environment.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCc1FvZ3g0Q

Community Fire Disaster Sequence BRITISH COLUMBIA

FireSmart’

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS COMMUNITY CONDITIONS OUTCOME
Vulnerable Urban Conflagration
Structures Multiple structures
Ignitable structures burning at once,
& vegetation, suppression
: —— simultaneous overwhelmed, most
Severe. wildfire Extre-n'\e SiittsEe burning & fire structures unprotected,
potential conditions d fire di
e Suppression sprea re disaster
Dry, strong winds, High intensity,

; overwhelmed
continous fuels rapid spread,
control not possible

Ignition-Resistant Structures Survive
Structures Most home ignitions are

—" Ignition eliminated, effective
vulnerabilities community protection
reduced, minimal for home ignitions that
spread ' occur, no community

fire disaster



Community Fire Disaster Sequence
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FireSmart’

ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

Severe wildfire
potential

Dry, strong winds,
continous fuels

Extreme wildfire
conditions

High intensity,
rapid spread,
control not possible

Suppression
overwhelmed

COMMUNITY CONDITIONS

Vulnerable
Structures

Ignitable structures
& vegetation,
simultaneous
burning & fire
spread

Ignition-Resistant
Structures

Ignition
vulnerabilities
reduced, minimal
spread

OUTCOME

Urban Conflagration

Multiple structures
burning at once,
suppression
overwhelmed, most
structures unprotected,
fire disaster

Structures Survive

Most home ignitions are
eliminated, effective
community protection
for home ignitions that
occur, N0 community
fire disaster




Up to 90% of homes destroyed by
wildland fires are ignited by embers.

*Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety USA, 2019



What is FireSmart? Ak

e Wildfire Preparedness

e Education & Empowerment

e Community Collaboration




What is FireSmart BC? P T

BC FireSmart Committee Members

FireSmart BC is a ®
provincial
program aimed at
reducing

the risk of wildfire
damage to

homes,
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What We’re Working Toward e g

@ Our Mission

Build wildfire resiliency and reduce the negative impacts of fire for
everyone in the province through FireSmart.

<@ Our Vision

A wildfire resilient province where everyone works, plays and lives
FireSmart.
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FireSmart

Video: West Kelowna Case
Study



If Homes Don’t Ignite, Homes Don’t Burn

To minimize the risk to your home, it is important to
eliminate areas where embers can gather and ignite.
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Home Ignition Zone (HIZ) e g -

B~ Extended Zone BRITISH COLUMBIA
h i 10m to 30m o g
Three priority areas: = [Ease FireSmart
Intermediate Zone FireSmart, Intellifeu and other associated Marks are
1.5m to 10m of the Canadi Forest Fire
£ Centre (CIFFC).

1. Immediate Zone
(0 - 1.5 metres)

Immediate Zone

1. Intermediate Zone
(1.5 - 10 metres)

1. Extended Zone
(10 - 30 metres)

Home Ignition Zone

The Home Ignition Zone is the 30m area around your house
where you can have the biggest impact on your house
surviving a wildfire. Learn more at firesmartbc.ca




IMMEDIATE ZONE
Om to 1.5m



IMMEDIATE ZONE
Om to 1.5m

Curled shingles Unscreened vents

Leaves in gutters

Curled shingles
Leaves, patio furniture,

unsheathed wood deck

Leaves in gutter

Flammable bark
mulch




1.5m to 10m

IMMEDIATE ZONE
Om to 1.5m
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1.5m to 10m

IMMEDIATE ZONE
Om to 1.5m

Wood tools and lawn-
Woodshed mower next to shed

Un-pruned trees

Propane tank

Firepit, wood pile, furniture Branches on ground

Leaf pile and more branches ST STSOeT S



EXTENDED ZONE
10m to 30m

i.5m to 10m

IMMEDIATE ZONE
Om to 1.5m




EXTENDED ZONE
10m to 30m

1.5m to 10m

IMMEDIATE ZONE
Om to 1.5m

Dense trees including dying & dead trees Dying tree

Branches on ground < -

Dry grass

Dead tree Branches on ground



EXTENDED ZONE
10m to 30m

1.5m to 10m

IMMEDIATE ZONE
Om to 1.5m




Benefits of FireSmart

BRITISH COLUMBIA

FireSmart’

Increases a structure’s chance of
surviving a wildfire

Decreases strain on already stretched
resources

Builds peace of mind

Strengthens community resilience
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Your Next Steps Ak

Get Involved!

Hmpe
HEbe

I
/\ Talk to your FireSmart Coordinator

Book a free home assessment

Visit FireSmartBC.ca %

The
Get FireSmart™
Podcast


https://www.facebook.com/firesmartbc
https://www.instagram.com/firesmartbc/
https://twitter.com/BCFireSmart
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FireSmart

THANK YOU

Questions?

Contact: Anna Klimek
Email: anna.klimek@cultuslake.bc.ca
Phone: 604-769-8124



